
World
mpmp

6| NEW DELHI|SUNDAY, 6 SEPTEMBER, 2020|millenniumpost

WASHINGTON: U.S. deaths 
from the coronavirus will 
reach 410,000 by the end of 
the year, more than double the 
current death toll, and deaths 
could soar to 3,000 per day in 
December, the University of 
Washington’s health institute 
forecast on Friday.

Deaths could be reduced by 
30% if more Americans wore 
face masks as epidemiologists 
have advised, but mask-wear-
ing is declining, the university’s 
Institute for Health Metrics and 
Evaluation said.

The U.S. death rate pro-
jected by the IHME model, 
which has been cited by the 
White House Coronavirus Task 
Force, would more than triple 
the current death rate of some 
850 per day.

“We expect the daily death 
rate in the United States, 
because of seasonality and 
declining vigilance of the pub-
lic, to reach nearly 3,000 a day 
in December,” the institute, 
which bills itself as an indepen-
dent research center, said in an 
update of its periodic forecasts.

“Cumulative deaths 
expected by January 1 are 
410,000; this is 225,000 deaths 
from now until the end of the 
year,” the institute said.

It previously projected 
317,697 deaths by Dec. 1.

The model’s outlook for the 
world was even more dire, with 
deaths projected to triple to 2.8 
million by Jan. 1, 2021.

The United States, which 
has the world’s third larg-
est population, leads the 
planet with more than 
186,000 COVID-19 deaths 
and 6.1 million coronavirus  
infections.

The institute made waves 
earlier this year when its 
aggressive forecasts contrasted 
with President Donald Trump’s 
repeated statements that the 
coronavirus would disappear. 
But deaths have surpassed 
some of the institute’s dire pre-
dictions, which have been fre-
quently updated to reflect new 
data, revised assumptions and 

more sophisticated informa-
tion sources.

The U.S. Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention 
issues forecasts only four weeks 
in advance, and its latest esti-
mate is for 200,000 to 211,000 
dead by Sept. 26.

But the institute said with so 
many Americans still refusing 
to wear masks, there remains 
“an extraordinary opportunity” 
to save lives.

“Increasing mask use to the 
levels seen in Singapore would 
decrease the cumulative death 
toll to 288,000, or 122,000 lives 
saved compared to the refer-

ence scenario,” it said.
“Mask use continues to 

decline from a peak in early 
August. Declines are nota-
ble throughout the Mid-
west, including in some states 
such as Illinois and Iowa with 
increasing case numbers,” the 
report said.

Although U.S. infections 
have declined to around 
45,000 per day from a peak 
of around 70,000 per day in 
July, COVID-19 was the sec-
ond leading cause of death, the 
institute said. That would place 
it behind only heart disease, 
having surpassed cancer as a 
cause of death in the United 
States.

In China two people who 
returned to their hometown 
after contracting the Corona-
virus in the Chinese city at the 
centre of the outbreak in Jan-
uary have been sentenced to 
prison for failing to quarantine 
themselves or report the visit.

After returning from 
Wuhan, the pair visited 
supermarkets and other pub-
lic places in the western city 
of Yibin in Sichuan province 
for more than a week before 
showing symptoms, the Peo-
ple’s Court of Cuping District 
in Yibin said Saturday on its 
social media account.

Iran on Saturday opened 
the new school year after nearly 
seven months of closure.

In a video conference, Pres-
ident Hassan Rouhani said the 

education of 15 million stu-
dents is as important as the 
health system. Iran’s death toll 
from COVID-19 has so far 
passed 22,000 out of 382,772 
confirmed cases. 

Twenty-two schools and 
over 100 classes in France were 
closed due to the spread of the 
coronavirus, Education Min-
ister Jean-Michel Blanquer 
announced, three days after 
the opening of schools across 
the country.

The number of hospitalised 
patients rose by 11 to 4,643, of 
whom 464 needed intensive 
care, up by 18. 

South Korea recorded 168 
new coronavirus cases as of 
midnight Friday, posting the 
lowest daily tally in three weeks 
after imposing stricter social 
distancing rules to blunt a sec-
ond wave of infections.

The total infections rose 
to 21,010, with 333 deaths, 
according to the data published 
by the Korea Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention 
on Saturday.

Friday’s new cases were 
the lowest since a major out-
break emerged from a Chris-
tian church whose members 
attended a large political rally 
on August 15. 

Nepal’s coronavirus infec-
tions crossed the 45,000-mark 
on Saturday after 1,041 new 
COVID-19 cases were reported 
across the country, a senior 
health official has said.  AGENCIES

US Covid toll to rise more than 
double to 410,000 by year end
Globally over 26.68 million people have been reported to be infected by Coronavirus 

and 874,218  have died. Infections have been reported in more than 210 countries

United States, which has the world’s 
third largest population, leads the planet 
with more than 186,000 COVID-19 
deaths and 6.1 million Covid infections

UNITED NATIONS: UN 
Secretary-General Antonio 
Guterres warned that there is a 
risk of famine and widespread 
food insecurity in four coun-
tries affected by conflict Congo, 
Yemen, northeast Nigeria and 
South Sudan and the lives of 
millions of people are in danger.

In a note to Security Coun-
cil members obtained by The 
Associated Press on Friday, the 
UN chief said the four countries 
rank among the largest food cri-
ses in the world , according to 
the 2020 Global Report on Food 
Crises and recent food security 
analyses. But funding to help is 
very low, he said.

Action is needed now, 
Guterres said. Having endured 
years of armed conflict and 
related violence, the people of 
the Democratic Republic of the 
Congo, Yemen, northeast Nige-
ria and South Sudan are again 
facing the specter of heightened 
food insecurity and potentially 
famine.

The UN chief said key indi-
cators are similarly deteriorating 
in a number of other conflict-
hit countries including Somalia, 
Burkina Faso and Afghanistan.

The situation varies from 
country to country, but civil-
ians are being killed, injured 
and displaced; livelihoods are 
destroyed; and availability of 
and access to food disrupted, 
amid growing fragility, Guterres 
said.

At the same time, humani-
tarian operations are attacked, 
delayed or obstructed from 
delivering life-saving assistance.

He said food insecurity in 
conflict-affected countries is 
now further exacerbated by nat-
ural disasters, economic shocks 
and public health crises, all com-
pounded by the COVID-19 
pandemic.

UN humanitarian chief 
Mark Lowcock said in an inter-
view with AP that the economic 
fallout from the pandemic 
including lock downs, bor-
der closures and restrictions 
on movement have all had a 
big effect on food security 
and agricultural productivity. 
And extremists have taken the 
opportunity to make hay out of 
all this, he said.

Everybody is very preoccu-
pied by COVID and the virus, 
Lowcock said. But it is not the 
virus that’s creating most of the 
carnage. It is other things, and 
we need to focus on the things 
that will really cause the biggest 
loss of life.

Lowcock said many of 
those things are consequences 
of COVID-19 -- the economic 
contraction, the declining 
availability of basic public ser-
vices, the insecurity into which 
extremist groups are occupying 
themselves.

He said a lot of effort has 
gone into things like providing 
personal protective equipment, 
public information campaigns 
on the virus, water and sanita-
tion campaigns, all of which are 
good things.

But if you do those at the 
expense of basic humanitarian 
needs in these badly affected 
places, what you end up with 
is not a reduction in loss of life 
but an increase in loss of life, 
Lowcock said.

He said having four coun-
tries meet the requirement 
in a 2018 Security Coun-
cil resolution to report to the 
council when the risk of con-
flict-induced famine and wide-
spread food insecurity occurs is 
highly significant.

According to the secretary-
general’s note, escalating vio-
lence in volatile eastern Congo 

is again driving disastrous levels 
of food insecurity and hunger, 
and the latest analysis indicates 
that over 21 million people are 
in crisis or worse levels of acute 
food insecurity.

With only 22% of the UN 
humanitarian appeal currently 
funded, Guterres said, core 
programmes will need to be 
reduced or suspended.

In Yemen, where the inter-
national community mobilised 
to prevent famine two years 
ago, he said, the risk is slowly 
returning .

Escalating conflict and eco-
nomic decline brought the Arab 
world’s poorest nation to the 
brink of famine two years ago, 
and similar conditions and 
worsening key indicators are 
emerging today, he said.

A recent survey indicated 
that 3.2 million people in gov-
ernment-controlled areas are 
now highly food insecure, and 
food prices are 140% higher 
than averages before the conflict 
began in 2015, Guterres said.

But with only 24% of 
humanitarian requirements 
funded in 2020, agencies are 
now forced to reduce or close 
core programs.

In northeast Nigeria’s Borno, 
Adamawa and Yobe states, he 
said, alarming levels of food 
insecurity and hunger have 
arisen largely as a result of the 
actions of extremists affiliated 
with armed groups.

Guterres said estimates sug-
gest more than 10 million peo-
ple in the three states about 80% 
of the population need humani-
tarian assistance and protec-
tion, an almost 50% increase 
since last year and the highest 
recorded since humanitarian 
operations began. Yet, the UN 
appeal is only 33% funded, its 
lowest level, he said.  AGENCIES

UN Secy-General warns of  
famine risk in 4 countries

BARCELONA: After nearly 
two months of being sedated 
and connected to IV lines 
in a hospital’s intensive care 
unit, Francisco Espana took a 
moment to fill his ailing lungs 
with fresh air at a Barcelona 
beachfront.

Lying on a hospital bed at 
the beach promenade and sur-
rounded by a doctor and three 
nurses who constantly moni-
tored his vital signs, Espana 
briefly closed his eyes and 
absorbed as much sunshine as 
possible.

It’s one of the best days I 
remember,” he said.

A medical team at the Hos-
pital del Mar the Hospital of the 
Seas is seeing if short trips to 
the beach just across the street 
can help COVID-19 patients 
after long and sometimes trau-
matic ICU stays.

Dr. Judith Mar n says it is 
part of a program to human-
ize ICUs that the group had 
been experimenting with for 
two years before the coronavi-
rus hit Spain.

The strict isolation proto-
cols that have had to be adopted 
since mid-March undid 
months of efforts to integrate 

ICU patients with profession-
als in the rest of the hospital, 
the doctor said.

In April, the hospital was 
operating several additional 
ICU wards and expanded its 
normal capacity of 18 patients 
to 67.

It was a big blow, coping 
with scarce resources and with 
a big emotional toll among the 
medical workers. We had to roll 
back all this great work that we 
had been doing in the field of 
therapeutic care,” Mar n said. 
We were suddenly reverting to 
the old habits of keeping rel-
atives away from their loved 
ones. And it’s really hard to con-
vey bad news over a phone call.

Since restarting the pro-
gram in early June, doctors 
said that even 10 minutes at 
the beach seems to improve a 
patient’s well-being. The team 
wants to take this anecdotal evi-
dence further, and see whether 
such outdoor trips can help in 
the mid- and long-term recov-
ery of COVID-19 patients.

Spain managed to bring 
down its infection curve with 
a strict three-month lock-
down that ended June 21. 
But the country now leads 

Europe’s new wave of infec-
tions, with a surge that has 
brought to the total number of  
cases to nearly half a million. At 
least 29,400 people have died 
in Spain.

It’s important to keep in 
mind the emotional well-being 
of patients and to try to work 
on it in the early stages of the 
recovery, added Mar n.

For Espana, who works in 
a local market and has a pas-
sion for music, his memories 
of 52 days in intensive care are 
cloudy.” They say I’ve over-
come something really big. 
I am starting to realize that I 
should be very happy,” the man 
known to his friends as Paco 
said as joggers and passers-by 
were attracted by the sight of 
a hospital bed under the bou-
levard’s palm trees beside the 
Mediterranean.

The Paco we said good-
bye to was in a very bad state. 
He couldn’t talk and he could 
hardly breathe, he was choking, 
said Xavi Matute, a longtime 
friend who was with Espana 
when an ambulance brought 
him to the hospital.

Matute was back on Friday 
to greet his friend.  AGENCIES

Spanish doctors hope beach 
trips can help ICU virus patients

DHAKA: A suspected gas 
pipeline explosion at a mosque 
in Bangladesh killed 17 peo-
ple and injured dozens as wor-
shippers were about to end 
their prayers, officials said on 
Saturday.

At least 37 people were 
rushed to Dhaka’s specialist 
burn and plastic-surgery hos-
pital, most of them with severe 
burns, doctors said.

Seventeen people, includ-
ing a child, died after they 
sustained burn injuries, said 
Samanta Lal Sen, coordinator 
of the burn unit. The death toll 
could rise further as many of 
them were in critical condi-
tion, he said.

“I saw smoke was belch-
ing out of the mosque after the 
sudden explosion with a big 
bang and people were scream-
ing. Some were rolling on the 
street as they tried to put out 
the flames on their bodies,” 
said local resident Moham-
mad Ratan.

Fire officials said gas that 
accumulated from a leak in a 
pipeline running underneath 
the mosque likely triggered the 
explosion.

“We primarily suspect that 
gas leaked from the pipeline 
and accumulated inside since 
the windows were closed. The 
explosion was probably trig-
gered due to sparks when the 
air conditioners were turned 
on,” said Abdullah Al Arefin, a 
senior fire service official.

Authorities have launched 
an investigation into the 
incident. 

Lax regulations and poor 
enforcement are often blamed 
for domestic and industrial 
fires in Bangladesh.

In February last year, an 
inferno in a centuries-old 
neighbourhood of Dhaka 
killed 71 people. A month later, 
25 people were killed when fire 
broke out in a 22-storey com-
mercial building in an upscale 
area of the capital.  AGENCIES

Suspected gas blast kills  
17 people in B’desh mosque

BATON ROUGE (US): A 
toddler was fatally shot while 
riding in a vehicle along a 
Louisiana road late Friday in a 
shooting that was condemned 
by the city’s mayor.

Ivorie Combs, 4, was identi-
fied early Saturday as the child 
who was killed, Baton Rouge 
Police Sgt. L’Jean McKneely Jr. 
said in a news release. 

Detectives believe a passing 
vehicle opened fire on the vehi-
cle Combs was riding in, and 
the child was struck. Combs 
was pronounced dead at the 
scene.

The driver of the vehicle 
crashed during the shooting 
and was taken to a hospital 
with injuries, McKneely said. 
A photo from WAFB-TV 
appeared to show a car over-
turned at the scene.

A description of the pass-
ing vehicle wasn’t immediately 
available. No suspects or arrests 
were announced in the Satur-
day morning release.

Baton Rouge Mayor-Pres-
ident Sharon Weston Broome 
denounced the fatal shooting 
on Twitter.

What happened tonight is 
absolutely unacceptable and 
my heart is heavy, Broome 
tweeted Friday night.

The community has to hon-
our this child’s life. 

If you know who did this, 
please contact the authorities 
immediately. 

The name of the injured 
driver was not released. Police 
said the shooting remained 
under investigation.  AGENCIES

Toddler killed in shooting 
along Louisiana road: Police

— US President Donald Trump

US talking to India, China 
on ‘very nasty situation’
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